BCC MONTHLY UPDATE

BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION PROGRAMME
Purulia, West Bengal.

Key activities in July 2009

» 11,980 and 404 families contacted by
animators and Village Volunteers (VVs)
respectively for IPC.

» Families belonging to marginalized
communities contacted for IPC during the
month by caste:

e 2,454 (20.48%) ST families (Mura, Sing

Sardar, Hembram, Hansda and
Bhumij);

e 1,880 (15.7%) SC families (Dom,
Muchi, Suri, Lohar, Kalindi,
Machowara, Bouri, Rajwar, Dhoba,
and Sahis);

e 696 (5.8%) Muslim families and the
remaining belonged to the general
categories.

» 51 VICs formed in the month of July (total
518 VICs formed since December 2008).

» 30 VICs have been trained to conduct
BCC activities by engaging fellow
villagers.

» 818 households were identified which are
willing to construct latrine.

» 201 households have been motivated to
use sanitary latrines through IPC.

» 140 Girls were identified who either had
dropped out or had never been enrolled in
primary school; out of these:

0 22 girls have been motivated by
the BCC team to go back to
school;

0 40 have been supported to get
enrolled first time in primary
schools.

D shows popular among youths

During the month four CD shows were
conducted; one each in Chitora village,
Udaipur GP, Para block, Kuruktopa village,
Kenda GP, Puncha Block, Chargali village,
Ghanga GP, Purulia 1l Block and
Gandhabazar village, Sirkabad GP,Arsha
Block. Over 3,500 people attened these
shows which included films like Rashmi, Aduri,
Agey Janley, Jaler Moto Soja, and locally
produced Putul Nach. These films gave
messages on key practices. The film shows
were followed by feedback sessions that
provided clear idea about the recall of

the messages among the audience. VIC
members played vital role in facilitating the
shows, particularly collecting feedback from
community 3 to 4 days after each show. This
methodology further strengthened our data
base on communities’ recall of messages on
safe practices after a time gap. The CD shows
are becoming one of the most effective
medium of messages delivery, particularly for
hard-to-reach areas of the district.

CC and HIV coordination in 100 RRC

villages
31 July, at cross-sectoral meeting it was
agreed that HIV/AIDS programme would
provide BCC with names of the 100 villages
where Red Ribbon Clubs (RRC) are to be
formed and the members of RRC may also
become the members of the VICs which are
being formed by BCC. This would lead to
greater coordination, especially to mobilize
village youths in those particular villages for
safe practices regarding HIV.

otivation for exclusive breastfeeding

24 July, In the Village Astagora, Kuchia
GP, Bandwan Block, Mala Hembram (ST) w/o
Sumar Hembram delivered a male baby on 19
April 2009 at Bandwan BPHC. She fed the
baby with colostrums but was not aware of the
importance of exclusive breastfeeding. Due to
ignorance, the mother feeding ‘Marh’ (boiled
juice rice), Barley etc. The new born
developed stomach iliness. The family had to
take the child to a local hospital. At the
hospital the mother inquired whether the BCC
team’s message regarding exclusive breast
feeding is correct. The hospital physician



asserted that the message of BCC team is
correct. Consequently, the mother gained
confidence and started practicing exclusive
breast feeding thereatfter.

[

Parents are motivated to send their
daughters back to school

22 July, during IPC in Village Katagora of
Kumra GP, Bandwan block, BCC team
identified 17 girls belonging to ST community
who dropped out of school before completing
class IV over the last two to three years. The
specific houses whih these dropped out girls
belong to are: (BCC H. No. 26, 35, 46, 57, 65,
67, 72, 73, 74, 79, 84, 89 (1, 2), 92, 93, 94,
95). With help of Mr. Arun Chandra Singh, a
GP member, the BCC team convinced the
parents about importance of girls’ education.
Consequently, six girls from H.No. 26, 35, 46,
57, 89 (1, 2) were re-admitted to Lagda High
School. And the parents of the remaining girls
assured that their children too would go back
to school soon. In view of the given social and
economic backwardness of the block, this
development is quite significant.

ormation of Block Sanitation Monitoring
Committee at Puncha

20 July, 20 participants including Block
Development Officer (BDO), Savapati, Block
Welfare Officer (BWO), Child Development
Project Officer (CDPO), Block Medical Officer
of Health (BMOH), Karmadhayksha (Siksha,
Swastha, and Purta), Headmistress of Kenda
Girls High School, Secretary of Rural Sanitary
Mart, Block BCC Cell, GP Pradhans attended
this meeting to form Block Sanitation
Monitoring Committee. The Committee
consisted of certain PRI members Panchayat
Samiti (PS) and Gram Panchayat (GP), Block
level Administrative functionaries and the BCC
functionaries of Puncha Block. BDO and
Savapati advised to all GP Pradhans to
implement the Sanitation drive with best of
their efforts. It was also emphasized to use the
list provided by BCC team on monthly basis of
those households which are willing to have
sanitary toilets. The BDO reviewed the list
provided by BCC and found that authentic.

The efforts of BCC team were highly
appreciated by all participants of the meeting.

inority community motivated to have a
Community Sanitary Latrine.

12 July, the Muslim Para was initially against
installation of sanitary latrine in Sindri village
of Sindri GP, Bagmundi Block which is
situated at foot of Bagmundi hillock. BCC
team discussed the issue and the community
stated that there was scarcity of land to
construct latrines inside the premises of
individual households. However, the
community decided to have a community
sanitary latrine by the side of local Urdu
Primary School. The school department hailed
the proposal and sanctioned Rs.30, 000 for
this purpose, which Ilater found to be
inadequate. Consequently, Kuddus Ansari, a
anchayet member and also an active member
of the local VIC with the support from BCC
team mobilised the villager community to
make financial contribution for the successful
completion of the community latrine. The
community responded to his appeal and
additional Rs.40,000 were collected. The role
of Mr. Ansari and the BCC team was
applauded by the village community and
government officials.

and washing practice by SHG at
Ardana.

9 July, Ardana is a remote village in Jhalda-I
Block. The BCC team organized a mothers’
meeting in which all the 15 members of
Ramakrishna Mahila Samity pledged to
ensure hand washing with soap by all of their
family members. Jayanti Mahato, a member of
VIC and AWW, played an important role in
motivating these SHG members. This activity
left a great impact on the community. During
the follow up visits to the houses of the SHG
members, it was found that their family
members were regularly practicing hand
washing with soap.
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Monthly Update is prepared jointly by Kalyan Kr. Ganguly DSMC (BCC Cell —-DM, Purulia,) and Bikash Rn.
Chakraborty, Project Coordinator (BCC Project, NGO Kalyan). Technical support for the preparation of the
BCC MU is provided by Dr. Soumitra Roy, BCC Consultant.

Next monthly update will be circulated in the first week of September 2009




