SBCC MONTHLY UPDATE

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION PROGRAMME,
Purulia, West Bengal.

Key activities in September and October 2009

» 9,635 and 192 families, and 8,307 and 394
families were contacted by Animators and
Village Volunteers (VV) respectively for IPC

during September and  October,
respectively,
» Families belonging to  marginalized

communities contacted for IPC during the
two months by caste:

e 1,431 (14.85% in September) and 1,695
(20.4% in October) were ST families
(Manki, Mura, Sabar, Sing Sardar,
Hansda, Tudu and Hembram);

e 1,783 (18.5% in September) and 1,476
(17.76% in October) were SC families
(Roy, Lohar, Bouri, Rajwar, Jeley and
Sahis);

e 451 (4.68% in September) and 239
(2.87% in October) Muslim (Ansari and
Mirdha) families and the remaining
belonged to the general categories.

» 100 VICs formed during this period (total
655 VICs formed since December 2008).

» Members of 18 VICs were trained to
conduct SBCC activities by engaging fellow
villagers.

» 1,198 households were identified which are
willing to construct sanitary latrines.

» 232 households agreed to use sanitary
latrines through IPC.

» 78 re-enrolments of girl children to primary
schools were assisted out of 141 detected
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Re—admission of 25 children in primary
school in remote villages of Bandowan.
25 children (18 girls and 7 boys) were detected
as dropped out of schools in Astagara [SBCC
house No. 9, 26 (2), 27 (2) ,32, 37 (2) ,52 (2),
55, 74, 75, 79, 87; Bhomragara (H. No. 6, 26,
52, 74, 84, 85, 91; Balidih (H. No. 101); and Ma
Kapali (H. No. 3). This is politically disturbed
area. The Block level SBCC Cell initiated a
special drive through mothers’ meetings,
meetings with teachers and VIC to motivate
parents for re-admission of the dropped out
children. All 25 children were admitted in local
primary schools by end of September 2009.
BCC messages during festive season of
Durga Puja at local events. SBCC Teams
in all the blocks, organized various activities
during the Durga Puja days and disseminated
SBCC messages at local cultural events.
Various events like folk songs at Chakra village
of Lagda GP in Purulia | Block, Puppet show at

Gosaidih village of Barabazar GP in Barabazar
Block, CD show at Puncha village of Puncha
Block. Hand-washing demonstration before
taking Prasad at Bandwan Block, Bagmundi
Block, Joypur Block, Jhalda-ll Block and at
Jalika village of Belma GP in Purulia-1l Block
received great response from the audience.
More than 15,000 people witnessed SBCC
activities at these events.

otential carrier motivated to undertake

blood examination at VCTC. SBCC
Animator came across a widower (name has
been concealed) in a village in Matharikhamar
GP of Jhalda | block who usually travelled to
Kolkata to attend meetings and rallies. He
travels without ticket and visits red light areas in
Sonagachi. Upon query he revealed that he had
already visited about 30-40 different women in
the red light area. An SBCC team persuaded
him through repeat visits to undertake a blood
test for at a close by VCTC which he did on 12
September 2009. The person promised to
change his risky practices and would work in
his own as well as in the surounding villages to
spread messages of SBCC.

and washing Day observance in Purulia

District. Prior to the 27" October, a week
long campaign was initiated to publicise the
Hand-washing Day in 16 blocks through miking,
posters, handbills, scrolls on local cable TV
channels, Ads in local newspapers and various
other community mobilization activities.

The key activities that were conducted on the
Hand-washing Day were:

e Over 76,800 students in the primary,
secondary and ICDS centres attended
demonstrations hand-washing techniques;

e 838 villages were covered though different
activities like rallies, meetings, workshops,
demonstration of hand-washing, miking,
distribution of pamphlets and other IEC
materials;

e 286 VICs / VECs actively participated in the
campaign;

e About 1,500 teachers of Primary and
Secondary schools were involved in the
campaign at different phases;

o 474 AWWs and Sahayaikas were
mobilized to participate in the campaign;



e 450 PRI members and 2 Members of
Legislative Assembly (MLA) actively
motivated teachers and Anganwari workers
to make hand-washing a regular practice in
the communities;

e Over 220 government officials like BDOs,
Jt. BDOs, BMOH, CDPO, Sl of Schools,
ANMs etc. made their contribution through
demonstration of hand-washing. on the day
of observation; The District Planning Officer
(DPI.O) visited Barakdih Primary School to
attend a hand-washing demonstration
organized by a SBCC worker.

e The reached over 3,35,000 persons in 16
blocks of the district through the campaign
and tried to convince them about adaptation
of right hand-washing practices in the
families through discussions on the benefits
of hand-washing with soap.

Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA)
inaugurated a hand-washing day event.
15 mothers and 24 students assembled in the
Anganwari centre of village Darikuri of Ropo GP
in Joypur Block to observe the hand washing
day where Honb’le MLA Mr. Bindyeswar
Mahato inaugurated the hand-washing function
and spoke about importance of hand- washing
with soap and appreciated the role of SBCC for
propagating messages on 5 safe practices.

Health department’s involvement in hand-
washing day activities. 40 mothers
assembled at the Kuchia sub centre (Upa
swastha Kendra) at village Kuchia of Kuchia GP
in Bandwan block on 24 October, where ANM
Mrs. Sikha Mahato along with ASHA and AWW
worker discussed the importance of hand-
washing with soap for pregnant and lactating
mothers who came to the centre for routine
check-ups from as far as 10 kms. The ANM
along with the SBCC team motivated all
pregnant mothers to get actively involved in
Hand-washing Day activities at local Anganwari
centre. The Hand-washing Day was observed

on 27 October in the form of a village rally
where Surmila Hansda, the GP member and
Director of Jana Sikshan Sansthan (JSS) and
Core committee member of SBCC were
present.

istrict level review meeting at District

Science Centre. 60 persons participated in
this review meeting on SBCC on 21 October at
District Science Centre, Purulia. The key
persons who attended this meeting included
Additional District Magistrate (G), ADM (D),
DPLO, BDOs, Sahakai Sahbapati, D.P.H.N.
and SBCC teams of district and block cells. The
meeting was inaugurated by the ADM (G).

= e " =)

SBCC activities in the district were analysed
and corrective measures were suggested.
Block administration officials shared their views
and experiences of SBCC interventions in their
respective blocks. ADM(D) suggested for block
level performance analysis and presentation by
BDOs in the following review meetings. The
street theatre troupe from NGO MANT
performed a 45-minute theatre show on SBCC.

and-washing demonstration  during

Dipawali. The Kali Mandir authority of
Charida village in Sindri GP in Bagmundi Block
requested the SBCC team to set up a hand-
washing techniques demonstration stall for the
devotees before
receiving prasad.
About 5,000 people,
who assembled in the
mela premises to
take the Annakut /
prasad after the Puja,
attended the hand-

washing
demonstration. |EC EEESEEe i« Fae e op
materials and

condoms were distributed. An effigy of a breast-
feeding mother and child was put up at a Diwali
pandal to spread the message on breast-
feeding.

Monthly Update is prepared jointly by Kalyan Kr. Ganguly DSMC (BCC Cell — DM, Purulia,) and Bikash Rn.
Chakraborty, Project Coordinator (BCC Project, NGO Kalyan). Technical support for the preparation of the BCC
MU is provided by Dr. Soumitra Roy, BCC Consultant.

Next monthly update will be circulated in the Second week of November 2009
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